CLEAN VERSION OF THE AMENDED CLAIMS: 




U ( frai 




A vertical suitcase of essentially parallelepipedal shape without rigid 



frame compnsmg / 

an upper surfaceWt having sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third 
edge and a fourth edge and being a formed sheet of a tough material with a 
curved form defining aiWunded first i^^^^t the first edge of the upper 
surface part and defining^^lpmdedthirdw^ at the third edge of the 
upper surface part; 

a front face consisting of/^^l^aterial and having an opening and having 
sequentially a first edge, a seconX edge, a tiiird edge and a fourth edge, 
wherein the first edge of the front fac\isjoined by the third edg e of the upper 
surface; 

a lower surface part having\sequentially^a\first edge, a second edge, a third 
edge and a fourth edge wherein the third edge of the front face is joined by 
the first edge of the lower surface part and beiri^ a formed sheet of ^ough 
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materialjwith a curved fom defining a rounded first lower arr& at the first 

edge oXthe lower surfece part and defining a rounded third lower arris at the 

/ 

third edgeVf the lower surface part; 



a rear face ccmsisting of supple material and having sequentially a first edge, a 
second edge, k third edge and a fourth edge, wherein (the third facejoffthe 

joined by t^Airdedge^^fAe^e^^ 
first ed^^ifthei^^r surface part is joined by^tK^tiurdedge of the rear face;^^ 
a pair of tubes extenofaig between the upper surface part near the first edge of 
the upper surface part Vnd the lower surface part near the first edge of the 
lower surfece part thereoV achieving a rigidification of the suitcase by the 
pair of tubes and wherein ttte pair of tubes supports the supple material of the 
rear face, wherein said tubes disposed adjacent to the rear face; 
a retractable handle located om the outside of the upper surface part and 
including a pair of rods ad^ted to>slide in the pair of tubes, wherein said pair 
of tubes consists of guides for the rod^ of the retractable handle; 
a fl2^ or panel covering the opening; 
closing means for opening the flap or panel 
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a f^t lateral face being made of a supple material and having sequentially a 
first edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first 
edge of th^irst lateral side adjoins the second edge of the upper surface part, 
wherein the second edge of the first lateral side adjoins the second edge of the 
fi-ont face, whereiii the third edge of the first lateral side adjoins the second 
edge of the lower sui^e part, wherein the fourth edge of the first lateral side 
adjoins the second edge olKthe rear face; 

a second lateral face being inade of a supple material and having sequentially 
a first edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first 
edge of the first lateral side adjoins the fourth edge of the upper surface part, 
wherein the second edge of the first lat^al side adjoins the fourth edge of the 
front face, wherein the third edge of the Vst lateral side adjoins the fourth 
edge of the lower surface part, wherein the fourth edge of the first lateral side 
adjoins the fourth edge of the rear face; \ 

a first elastic retaining ring hooping the first lateral side to the second edge of 
the upper surface part, to the second edge of the front face, to the second edge 
of the lower surface part, and to the second edge of the rear tece; 
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a second elastic retaining ring hooping the second lateral side to the fourth 
edge of the upper surface part, to the fourth edge of the front face, to the 
fourth edge of the Idwer surface part, and to the fourth edge of the rear face. 

\ < 

27. The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the upper surface part and 
the lower surface part are nmde of a semirigid plastic. 



28. The suitcase according to ckim 26 wherein^ upper and lower surface 
parts 'constitute the separate elements forming upper shell and lower shell. 



/ 



29. The suitcase according to claim 26 ftoher compnsmg 
a central part disposed between the first edge of the upper surface part and the^ 
third edge of the lower surface part, wherein the upper and lower surface parts 
are integrated together with the central part into\n integral piece covered by 
the rear face. 



30. The suitcaseVcording to claim 26 wherein a curved form o y the lower 



\ 

partes imposed by cWd extremities of the pair of tubes, wherem a curved 



SN: 09/786,547 



COL202A3 February 27, 2002 



Page 5 



fonn d^e upper surface part is imposed by the first lateral retaining ring and 
by the secondslateral retaining ring, wherein the lateral retaining rings are 
made of metal, aMVherein the lateral retaining rings are furnished in the 
form of two lateral fi-ames ddfiQjng the lateral faces in flexible material. 

3i . The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the upper surface part and the 
lower surfece part are febricated fi-om a polyethylene sheet or plate. 



The suitcase according to claim 26 fiuther comprising 



^ \. a zib fastener furnished for the opening and furnished on the front face of the 
<n 4^ suitcase and extending up to at least the aforesaid front part over from about 
15 to 40% of the surface of the front part and for enabling a partial opening of 
the front 



33. The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the lower surface part is 
attached td[fiieoier_sMe of ci^ tubes by riveting. 
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